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Division of Fire Safety
Department of Public Safety
Central Office 
1311 U.S. Route 302 – Berlin
(phone) (802) 479-7561 or 800-640-2106 
Suite 600
(fax) (802) 479-7562 

Barre, VT 05641-2351 

www.vtfiresafety.org
 LIFE SAFETY CODE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
LOCKING OF CLASSROOM AND EXIT DOORS.

Locks are NOT permitted on any door that would prevent egress or escape.
· Doors shall be arranged to open readily form the egress side. 

· Any latch or other fastening device on a door must release with one normal operation of the door handle. All must release at the same time. 

· The releasing mechanism must be an obvious method of operation and be readily operated under all lighting conditions, without the need for special tools or knowledge. 

· The releasing mechanism must be located between 34 and 48 inches above the floor. 

· No devices, such as chains or bars, can be installed to interfere with the operation of panic hardware. 

EVERY SCHOOL MUST HAVE A WRITTEN EMERGENCY PLAN and practice fire, clear the halls, and secure the building drills monthly according to the schedule in the emergency plan.
The above requirements are from the Life Safety Code 2003, Sections: 7.2.1.5, 7.2.1.6 and 15.7. The Life Safety Code addresses egress from buildings under fire and other emergency conditions, while maintaining features that are essential for security of the building occupants. The Code does allow Delayed Egress and Access-Controlled locking arrangement for limited applications and have specific requirements for use. Every school building is unique, not one plan or set of conditions will work for all schools. The school’s crisis planning team should contact the Division of Fire Safety for specific issues. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION OR QUESTIONS – Please contact one of our regional offices. 

· Barre: 

479-4434 or 1-888-870-7888 

· Rutland: 

786-5867 or 1-888-370-4834 

· Springfield: 
885-8883 or 1-866-404-8883 

· Williston: 

879-2300 or 1-800-366-8325 

· Central Office: 
479-7561 or 1-800-640-2106 
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